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SAFETY ON THE RANGE 

 

The Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations places a great emphasis on safety on 
the range, especially in areas where active logging 
and hauling are taking place and where there are 
known predators. Safety considerations in areas 
where livestock graze are equally important.

Rangelands, from open grasslands to sub-
alpine areas, exist throughout British Columbia.  
There is a long history of livestock grazing in 
B.C. and cattle and horses (both domestic and 
feral) can be found almost everywhere in the 
province. Each year, about 200,000 domestic 
livestock graze on about 11 million hectares of 
Crown rangelands.

SOME COMMON-SENSE RULES 
TO FOLLOW WHEN DRIVING 

THROUGH RANGELANDS 

	 Keep your vehicle on well-defined roads and trails. 

	 During dry conditions, the catalytic converter 
on your vehicle (or the exhaust alone) could 
spark a wildfire. If you spot a fire, report it 
immediately by calling 1 800 663-5555  
toll-free or *5555 on your cellphone.

	 If you smoke, use your ashtray. Never discard 
cigarette butts on rangelands or along roads.

	 Moderate your speed as needed, especially 
when passing cattle that are in the road  
right-of-way. Calves may bolt as you 
approach, especially if they are separated 
from their mother. 

	 Leave gates as you find them. (If a gate was 
closed before you passed through it, be sure 
to close it again after you.)

If you spot a fire, report it immediately. 
Toll-free: 1 800 663-5555 
*5555 on your cellphone

For more information, please visit: 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hra/index.htm

This animal is taking the easier path, which happens to be an 
established trail. Keep your speed down and keep your vehicle 
on established trails. 

SAFETY  
ON THE RANGE

Bulls can be dangerous. Give them a wide berth.

Obey gate signs.

Keep your dogs under control.



SOME COMMON-SENSE RULES 
TO FOLLOW WHEN ON FOOT 

AROUND LIVESTOCK 

	 Let livestock know you’re nearby by speaking 
loudly and making some noise. Cattle and 
horses have very good peripheral vision that 
allows them to detect movement, but they 
have very poor depth perception compared 
to humans and wild predators. Initially, they 
will likely see you as a potential predator and 
may “spook” unless you speak to them so 
they know you are human. 

	 Livestock will follow the easiest travel route if 
that’s an option, so don’t be surprised to find 
them walking in open areas, on roads and 
on game trails where the going is easy. Give 
them a wide berth and make sure you leave 
them an escape route.

	 Don’t get between a cow and her calf or 
between a mare and her foal. The mothering 
instinct is strong in cattle and horses and 
they will react to what they see as a threat.

	 Don’t approach bulls or stallions, since they 
are territorial and might see you as a threat. 
They are much bigger than you and could 
do you serious harm.

	 Control your dogs at all times. Dogs can 
spook cattle or cause them to become 
aggressive toward you.

BE AWARE OF RESOURCE 
ROAD PROTOCOLS AND OTHER 

RESOURCE USERS  

	 If you have a two-way radio, use it when 
travelling on forest service roads — or roads 
under permit by timber licensees — to 
call out your location (in kilometres from 
where the road begins). Applicable radio 
frequencies and information are posted at 
the starting points of resource roads.

	 If you don’t have a two-way radio, drive  
at a safe speed, pay close attention to  
the road and always give logging trucks  
the right of way. Keep a safe distance 
between your vehicle and other traffic on 
resource roads.

	 Roads can be wet, slippery or dusty, which 
may create hazardous driving conditions 
that could affect visibility and your ability to 
control your vehicle. 

	 Many resource roads are deactivated once 
they are no longer needed to remove timber 
from a harvesting area. Drive with caution, 
since these roads may be impassable for 
some vehicles. 

	 Off-road vehicles (ORVs) used for recreational 
activities may also use Crown land. With 
appropriate licensing and insurance, these 
vehicles are allowed to use forest service 
roads, but ORV operators must follow the 
same rules as other vehicular traffic. Stay 
alert and respect other drivers. 

	 For more information on resource road safety, 
please see the brochure at: www.for.gov.bc.ca/
isb/forms/lib/Road%20Safety.pdf

BE CAUTIOUS WHEN YOU 
ENCOUNTER WILDLIFE 

ON THE RANGE 

	 You may encounter a variety of wildlife on 
rangelands or in the backcountry, including 
bears, wolves and cougars. Educate yourself 
on how to respond in the event of a wildlife 
encounter. Stay clear of any dead animals 
or kill sites that you come across, since the 
predator may still be in the area.

	 Make your presence known by talking loudly, 
clapping or calling out while travelling in 
the backcountry, since you don’t want to 
surprise wildlife. Always carry safety gear 
(bear spray, for example) and know how to 
use it. It could save your life. 

	 If wildlife or livestock appear on the road 
you’re using, give them time and space to 
disperse. Do not chase the animals and only 
pass them after they have moved away from 
the road.

ALWAYS TELL SOMEONE WHERE 
YOU’RE GOING AND WHEN YOU 

EXPECT TO RETURN 

	 Before you head into the backcountry, tell 
someone you trust where you are going and 
when you expect to return. 

	 If you get lost or stranded while driving, stay 
with your vehicle. It will provide shelter until 
help arrives and it is much easier to locate 
than an individual in the woods.

	 Be prepared for anything. Always carry some 
food, water and basic first aid supplies in case 
of an accident. Don’t depend on your cellphone 
in the wilderness, since it may not be able to 
connect to a network or it may lose power. 
Report all wildfires and respect fire bans.

Animals can often be seen on B.C. resource roads. These cattle 
are being moved to a new pasture.

Wildlife can be unpredictable. Keep your distance.

Horses are naturally curious and can be aggressive.

Follow resource road use protocols.


